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At William Blair, your privacy is important and we want to be clear about the information we may collect 
when you visit our website. This policy explains how we use cookies and may be amended, from time to time, 
without notice. Please read the information below about our cookie use.  By using this site you agree to the 
placement of cookies on your computer in accordance with the terms of this policy.  If you would like 
to modify your browser to notify you when you receive a new cookie or to disable cookies, please 
refer to Managing Cookies below. Additional resources and a link to our full Privacy Notice may also be 
found on the website.  

What are cookies? Cookies are text files containing small amounts of information that are downloaded to 
your device when you visit a website. When you revisit the website, the cookies allow the website to 
recognize your device and remember certain information about you. Cookies can serve many purposes 
(helping us to understand how visitors use the website, letting you navigate between pages efficiently, 
remembering your preferences, and generally improving your user experience).  Cookies also can help ensure 
that we provide information to you that is relevant or that you have requested. 

You also can learn more about cookies at www.allaboutcookies.org. 

 
OUR USE OF COOKIES 
 

Session Cookies 

Session cookies are used to temporarily store information about logged in users. These cookies do not collect 
information from the user's computer, and do not identify the user. These cookies do not gather information 
about you that could be used for marketing purposes or remembering where you have been on the internet. 
The William Blair website uses the following session cookies: 

• "ASP.Net_SessionId": this cookie helps to identify each browser session on the server so that the user has an 
uninterrupted journey through the William Blair Website. It expires automatically when the session ends. 

• "ARRAffinity": these cookies are set by our hosting provider to help load pages efficiently by routing users to the 
same server consistently. They expire as soon as you close your browser. 

Permanent Cookies 

 
Permanent cookies are used to enhance a user's browsing experience by "remembering" users on subsequent 
visits. Please note that if you delete these cookies, we will not be able to remember your preferences or your 
login details or provide you with the content you have requested. These cookies do not gather information 
about you that could be used for marketing purposes. If you no longer wish for us to remember your 
selections, you should delete cookies on your machine. The William Blair website uses the following 
permanent cookies: 

• "recentOffice" and "recentPeople" cookies to speed up navigation by giving you the option to return to pages you 
have already visited. The cookies expire one year after the last page was requested. 

• "SC_Analytics_Global_Cookie": this persistent cookie identifies repeat visits from a single user. The cookie 
expires one year after the last page was requested. 

• "SC_Analytics_Session_Cookie": this cookie is used to collect anonymised information about how visitors use the 
site, including the number of visitors, where visitors have come from before coming to the site and the pages 
they visit on the site. The cookie expires one year after the last page was requested. 

Analytics Cookies 

 
There are also certain unique cookies and/or third-party cookies that we may use for analytics purposes to 

http://www.allaboutcookies.org/


enhance the performance of our website. These cookies may track and provide trend analysis on how our 
users interact with our website, or help us to track errors. The data collected will generally be aggregated to 
provide trends and usage patterns for business analysis, site/platform improvement and performance 
metrics. The type of information we collect includes how many visitors visit our website, when they visited, 
for how long and which areas of our website are visited and which services are used. While this analysis may 
be performed by third parties, only William Blair will review the analytics. Your use of our website indicates 
your consent to the use of these web analytics cookies. One of these third party analytic tools used is a web 
analytics service provided by Google. Google Analytics is one of the most widespread and trusted analytics 
solutions on the web for helping us to understand how you use the site and ways that we can improve your 
experience. Google Analytics uses cookies to help analyze how visitors use the William Blair & Company 
website. Four types of cookies are used by Google Analytics:  

• __utma Cookie A persistent cookie - remains on a computer, unless it expires or the cookie cache is cleared. It 
tracks visitors. Metrics associated with the Google __utma cookie include: first visit (unique visit), last visit 
(returning visit). This also includes Days and Visits to purchase calculations which afford ecommerce websites 
with data intelligence around purchasing sales funnels. 

• __utmb Cookie & __utmc Cookie These cookies work in tandem to calculate visit length. Google __utmb cookie 
demarks the exact arrival time, then Google __utmc registers the precise exit time of the user. Because __utmb 
counts entrance visits, it is a session cookie, and expires at the end of the session, e.g. when the user leaves the 
page. A timestamp of 30 minutes must pass before Google cookie __utmc expires. Given__utmc cannot tell if a 
browser or website session ends. Therefore, if no new page view is recorded in 30 minutes the cookie is expired. 

•   __utmz Cookie Cookie __utmz monitors the HTTP Referrer and notes where a visitor arrived from, with the 
referrer siloed into type (Search engine (organic or cpc), direct, social and unaccounted). From the HTTP 
Referrer the   __utmz Cookie also registers, what keyword generated the visit plus geolocation data.  This cookie 
lasts six months. 

• __utmv Cookie Google __utmv Cookie lasts "forever". It is a persistant cookie. It is used for segmentation, data 
experimentation and  the __utmv works hand in hand with the   __utmz cookie to improve cookie targeting 
capabilities. 

For further details on Google analytics cookies, visit cookies set by Google Analytics. 

 

Targeting Cookies 

William Blair may utilize a select set of cookies provided by third parties, such as Like and Share 
buttons.  These cookies store non-personally identifiable information, but may store information that is 
available to third-party advertisers, publishers, or ad networks. Please review information about these 
cookies and how to opt out here. 

 

Managing Cookies  

Most browsers are initially set to accept cookies. However, you have the ability to disable cookies if you wish, 
generally through changing your internet software browsing settings. It may also be possible to configure 
your browser settings to enable acceptance of specific cookies or to notify you each time a new cookie is 
about to be stored on your computer permitting you to decide whether to accept or reject the cookie. To 
manage your use of cookies, there are various resources available to you.  For example the “Help” section on 
your browser may assist you. As our cookies allow you to access some of our website’s essential features, we 
recommend that you leave cookies enabled. Disabling cookies may mean that you experience reduced 
functionality or will be prevented from using our site altogether.  

 
ADDITIONAL RESOURCES 
 
http://www.allaboutcookies.org 

https://ico.org.uk/for-the-public/online/cookies 
 
 

http://code.google.com/apis/analytics/docs/concepts/gaConceptsCookies.html
http://www.sharethis.com/privacy
http://www.sharethis.com/privacy
http://www.allaboutcookies.org/
https://ico.org.uk/for-the-public/online/cookies
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